Anaesthesia for minimally invasive surgery in children.
There continues to be an increase in the applications of minimally invasive surgical techniques in infants and children. This increase includes their use for new surgical procedures as well as their application in younger patients including neonates. As with any new surgical procedure, specific modifications of the anaesthetic technique may be necessary. This chapter reviews (1) the pre-operative evaluation of infants and children scheduled for minimally invasive surgery; (2) techniques for pre-medication and anaesthetic induction; (3) intra-operative anaesthetic implications of laparoscopy, including the cardiorespiratory consequences of CO2 pneumoperitoneum; (4) intra-operative anaesthetic implications of thoracoscopy, including techniques for one-lung ventilation (OLV); and (5) post-operative issues, including pain management and monitoring of cardiorespiratory function as they apply to the patient of paediatric age.